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1996: start of the city.people.light research
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1998: city.people.light book 
1999: city.people.light forum in Paris
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city.people.light provided the world with 
ideas and creativity 
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Creative ideas became reality in a decade

Spectra-text - Middlesborough, UKLibrary of Babel - NL Galleria Shopping Mall, Seoul, Korea
Lighting Design Rogier van der Heide , Arup
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Tunnel des factulés – Alger, Algeria
Lighting Design: Philippe Mouillon

Aristide Brian Square – Vaence, France
Lighting Design: Pierre Nègre

Creative ideas became reality in a decade
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What does the future hold for us?
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Early 2006: the Bartlett research

Proofs on the positive impact 
of good urban lighting on:
- Tourism
- City branding
- Well-being
- Sustainability
- Security
- Cost savings
- Safety
- Energy consumption
- Connectivity
- Orientation
- Pleasantness
- Comfort

The Bartlett
Faculty of the Build Environment
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Mid 2006: leading architects interviews
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End 2006: city.people.light workshops

New York – USA
Montreal – CANADA
Philadelphia – USA
San Luis Potosi – MEXICO

1st-2nd November 06
Workshop Philadelphia

Gent – BELGIUM
Lyon – FRANCE
Bordeaux – FRANCE
Pamplona – SPAIN
Milan – ITALY
Torino – ITTALY
Eindhoven – NETHERLANDS

2nd–3rd October 06
Workshop Lyon

14th–15th December 06
Workshop Hamburg

Perth – AUSTRALIA
Beijing – CHINA 
Tianjin – CHINA
Shanghai – CHINA
Seoul – KOREA
Singapore – SINGAPORE

8th–9th November 06
Workshop Shanghai

Participants
• urban planners
• architects
• designers
• lighting designers
• public lighting managers 
• landscape architects

Hamburg – GERMANY
Bremen – GERMANY
London – UNITED KINGDOM
Copenhagen – DENMARK
Goteborg – SWEDEN
Sofia – BULGARIA
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The city is about people
Making connections
Safety
Personal city

Advanced Lighting Solutions
Sustainability
Multi-purpose
Context

Experience city identity
Melting Cultures
City Marketing
Orientation

City People Light
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The need for energy management
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The need for energy management
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New approaches to design in 
sustainable cities 
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New approaches to design in 
sustainable cities 
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Visions of wireless, personalized 
lighting solutions
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« Lighting is one of the most competitive elements
of the city. It is very important how to handle it.
It should have certain individuality – it can give a 
city a certain identity»
(Hans Hollein)
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Melting cultures
The city integrates the different cultures of its 
citizens and melts them into a new city identity
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Municipal Gas Factory, Athens
Light and colour can redefine existing architecture 
with new functionality
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City marketing
In the competition between cities branding 
becomes very important
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Eiffel Tower, Paris
City nightscapes are branding moments
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Tunnel des Facultés, Algers
Gateways to our cities are branding moments
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Orientation
As life and the built environment become more 
complex, we need to provide clear identifiable 
features in the landscape
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Kortrijk, Belgium
Light provides guidance to pedestrian and drivers 
alike
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Glasgow, United Kingdom 
People new to any space have overwhelming 
need for information and orientation
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Making connections
People connect to a city as they do to one another
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Parc dels color, Barcelona 
Light can bring the city together under one roof
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Regent Square, London
Light can be interactive with its’ citizens
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A safer place
Providing good lighting design for safe movement 
is highly important but of equal importance is 
providing a feeling of security
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East Ring, Lyon
Urban life is about moving around, be it walking, 
cycling, motoring. Light provides essential safety
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Somosaguas Pozuelo, Madrid
Cosmopolis technology creates safer environments
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The personal city
Cities belong to the people living there, the mood 
of the people creates the atmosphere
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Philips OLAC, Lyon
People can choose to interact with the light to 
reflect their mood. It can be a personal moment or 
a city spectacle
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Place Aristide Briand, Valence, France
Light can create a unique atmosphere for the city 
inhabitants
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Sustainability
We want to make things which last longer, 
because they are smarter and show responsibility 
to our citizens
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Luminaires with LED’s
Smart things last longer and consume less energy
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Multi-Purpose
Intelligent solutions have more than one purpose. 
A luminaire can be a sign, can be an interface, can 
be a bench…
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Glowing Places, Philips Design
Light can be integrated in city furniture to reduce 
visual clutter
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Context
We know about the importance of darkness in our 
cities, our design solutions are about light not
luminaires
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Tampere, Finland
(2nd prize City People Light Award 2005)
We  care for our urban skies by promoting good 
lighting design



CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

International 
city.people.light Award
This award has been created by Philips Lighting and LUCI to
reward towns and cities that best shows the added value light
can give. Reward the professional lighting designers for their 
valuable contribution to improve the quality of  urban lighting.

•City
• Project : is it part of a larger approach, urban regeneration plan or lighting 
scheme?
• Context: is the project a one-off activity or part of a long-term Master Plan?
• Finance: How much was spent on the project? What further expenditure is 
planned?
•People
• Project team: were the different competences of those involved identified and 
fully used?
• Environmental integration: were the following factors taken into account:
light nuisance, flora and fauna, end-of-life recycling of equipment?
•Light
• Added value: what does light do for the area/monument concerned, the town/city 
image and identity, the local economy, the social climate, the inhabitants and 
tourists?
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121 candidate cities since 2003

2005 (21)
• Bormio,  Italy
• Cadiz,  Spain
• Cannes,  France 
• Cologne, Germany
• Düsseldorf, Germany
• Geneva, Switzerland
• Glasgow, UK
• Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam
• Hue city, Vietnam
• Kortrijk, Belgium
• Lisbon, Portugal
• Liverpool, UK
• London Redbridge, UK 
• Portsmouth, UK
• Putrajaya, Malaysia
• Rio-Antirio, Greece
• Rome, Italy
• Tallinn, Estonia
• Tampere, Finland 
• Trieste, Italy 
• Zeist, The Netherlands

2004 (14)
• Uelzen, Germany
• Malaga, Spain
• Amsterdam, Holland
• Nîmes, France
• Swidnica, Poland
• Gent, Belgium
• Copenhagen, Denmark
• Caltagirone, Italy
• Kielce, Poland
• Essen, Germany
• Marseille, France
• Nanjing, China
• Turnhout, Belgium
• Ljubljana, Slovenia

2003 (20)
• Bourges, France  
• Bydgoszcz, Poland 
• Cergy, France
• Dessau, Germany  
• Gdansk, Poland  
• Glasgow, UK 
• Gniezno, Poland
• Hue, Vietnam
• Leon, Spain
• Lugo, Spain 
• Magdeburg, Germany 
• Malbork, Poland
• Montréal, Canada 
• Pila, Poland
• Poznan, Poland 
• Strzegom, Poland 
• Swidnica, Poland 
• Unna, Germany
• Varna, Bulgaria
• Zeven, Germany 

2006 (17)
• Bochum, Germany
• Florence, Italy
• Frankfurt Am Main, 

Germany
• Glasgow, United 

Kingdom
• Heinsberg, Germany 
• Leipzig, Germany
• Lüdenscheid, Germany
• Madrid, Spain
• Nanjing, P.R. China
• Puerto de la Cruz, 

Spain
• San Luis Potosi, Mexico
• Shanghai, PR China
• Sunsdvall, Sweden
• Tallin, Estonia
• Turin, Italy
• Valladolid, Spain
• Vienna, Austria

2007 (22)
• Arad,  Romania
• Bremerhaven, Germany
• Brussels, Belgium
• Cerreto Sannita, Italy
• Geneva, Switzerland
• Gera, Germany
• Glasgow, United Kingdom
• Heinsberg, Germany
• Helmond, the Netherlands
• Indianapolis, USA
• Istanbul, Turkey
• Jyväskylä, Finland 
• Legnano, Italy
• Liverpool, United Kingdom 
• Madrid, Spain
• Metz, France
• Rome, Italy
• Rouen, France
• Sao Carlos, Brazil
• Schwäbisch Hall, 

Germany
• Tallinn, Estonia
• Vinci, Italy 
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27 cities in competition in 2008

• Aalborg, Denmark
• Biella, Italy
• Durango, Mexico
• Eindhoven, the Netherlands
• Exeter, UK
• Follonica, Italy
• Fornebu, Norway
• Gimhae, South Korea
• Glasgow, UK
• Jyvasyla, Finland
• Kalundborg, Denmark
• Karlsruhe, Germany
• Kocaeli, Turkey
• Lyon, France

• Moscow, Russia
• Navalacarnero, Spain
• Opole, Poland
• Prato, Italy
• Riga, Latvia
• Saint Etienne, France
• Sao Paulo, Brazil
• Schwaebisch, Germany
• Seoul, South Korea
• St Gallen, Switzerland
• Stockholm, Sweden
• Surgeres, France
• Ypres, Belgium
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Peter Brdenk

Lighting Designer
Architekturbüro Planwerk

Germany

Carola Wingren

Professor & Landscape architect

Sweden

President of the jury

48

The 2008 Jury

Maurici Ginés

Artec Lighting Design Vision 
Director 

Spain

Robbert Nesselaar

City of Rotterdam 
Strategic Communication Manager

The Netherlands

Martin Lupton

President of PLDA

Director of BDP

United Kingdom

Lisa Akari Ishii 

Lighting Designer
Light Cibles

France
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3rd prize
St Gallen, Switzerland

2nd prize
Riga, Latvia

1st prize
Seoul, South Korea

International 
city.people.light Award
Winners 2008




